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March 18, 2014

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/transcript-putin-says-russia-will-protect-the-rights-of-russians-
abroad/2014/03/18/432a1e60-ae99-11e3-a49e-76adc9210f19_story.html
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http://languagesoftheworld.info/russia-ukraine-and-the-caucasus/russian-world.html
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By Max Fisher, Washington Post, February 21, 2014



The Guardian, 14 December 2013



Ukraine parliament brawls over language bill
(May 2012)



Is Ukraine really split
into two?





Ukrainian Presidential Election (2004)
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Growth of the Svoboda party
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Svoboda Party

< 8% (2012), ≈ 1.5% (2014)





Native Ukrainian speakers (2001)

Native Russian speakers (2001)
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Native Russian speakers (2001)

Not all native speakers
of Russian are

“Russians”





http://www.voanews.com/content/harvard-study-shows-russian-speaking-ukrainians-backing-kyiv/2476908.html







Native Russian speakers (2001)

NATIVE SPEAKERS ≠ USERS



How different are Russian and Ukrainian?

◦ ‘I have a sister.’
◦Russian:
◦ U menja est’ sestra. = ‘To me is sister.’

◦ (Eastern) Ukrainian:
◦ U mene ye sestra. = ‘To me is sister.’

◦ (Western) Ukrainian:
◦ Ja maju sestru. = ‘I have sister.’

◦ Polish:
◦Mam siostrę. = ‘I-have sister.’





The Orange Sky
2006





Crimea is the most Russian-speaking
area (Native Russian speakers)



… and also the most ethnically
Russian area



Yet not the most pro-Russian voting
(Legislative election, 2012)



Was Crimea
“always Russian”?





http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/Grand_Duchy_o
f_Lithuania_Rus_and_Samogitia_1434.jpg

Crimean Khanate, after 1441

Crimean Tatars. 19th-century
illustration.
From: Radde, Gustav (2008) Crimean
Tatars. Kiev: Stilos.



1676 CE



Crimea “conquered” from
Ottomans (1783)

Catherine the Great of Russia
reigned 1762-1796



When did Crimea become Russian?

◦ 1783 (taken over under Catherine the Great)
◦ 1856 (returned after Crimean war, Paris treaty)
◦ 1921 (after the Russian Civil War)
◦ 1944 (after the Nazi occupation, 1941-1944)
◦ 1954 (given to Ukraine, still under USSR, until 1991, part

of Ukraine in 1991-2014)

◦ 2014



Crimean Referendum, March 16, 2014
“Yes, join Russia”





“The expression of will by
the Crimean people”?



“On March 16th we choose”

http://en.ria.ru/world/20140314/1883895
79/Observers-from-21-Countries-to-
Attend-Crimean-Referendum.html



Ballot

1) Are you for the reunion of
Crimea with Russia as a
subject of the Russian
Federation?

2) Are you for the restoring in
effect the 1992 Constitution
of the Crimean Republic and
the status of Crimea as part of
Ukraine?

No “leave status quo” option!

ABOLISHED in March 1995



Crimean Tatar = a Turkic language



Crimean
Tatars



Deportation of Crimean Tatars
by the Soviets (5/18/44)





Crimean Tatar: 1939 vs. 2001

May 1944: deportation to Central Asia
1967: formal rehabilitation
1991: allowed to return (more than 250,000
returned to Crimea, where they constitute about
13% of the population)
Central Asia, mainly in Uzbekistan: about 150,000



The ethno-linguistic
situation is not the

cause of the war but it is
affected by it!



Russians and Ukrainians now view each
other more negatively

http://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=502&page=1



http://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=507&page=1



http://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=507&page=1



http://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=517&page=1

Dynamics of attitudes on the status of the Russian
language in Ukraine, 2013-2015

What do you think should be the state policy concerning the Russian language in Ukraine?

It should be removed
from official

communication
throughout Ukraine

It should be made
the second official
language only in

those areas where
most people want

this

It should be
made a second

state language of
Ukraine

Difficult to
say/Don’t know

Did not respond



Attitudes on the status of the
Russian language in Ukraine
(April 10, 2015)

http://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=517&page=1



What do you think should be state policy
on teaching Russian language in Ukrainian
schools? (April 10, 2015)

http://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=517&page=1



What do you think should be state
policy on teaching Russian
language in Ukrainian schools?
(April 10, 2015)

http://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=517&page=1



What is really at the
root of the war?



Mikhail Khodorkovsky’s lecture
at Stanford (4/13/20015)

http://khodorkovsky.ru/mbh/statements/stanford/

Russia is paying for the loss of freedom inside the
country and for the destruction of democratic
institutions with the lives of soldiers and volunteers,
who are dying in the Ukraine. What’s the reason for the
war?

Putin has realized that the state capitalism that he’s
created can no longer ensure growth. States of the
type he’s created have always been created only for
war. And such a war had to be started in order to justify
the existence of the current system, this war had to be
started.

And besides, the internal enemy, as represented by
independent business, had already been destroyed. So
in order to rally the citizenry around the kleptocracy, an
external enemy was needed.



Natan Sharansky:
Societies of Freedom vs. Societies of Fear

Only nations that respect their citizens
will also respect their neighbors.



“But Crimea is ours”



“View” (Internet news site “for busy
business people”)
Ukrainian

Crisis
USA against

Russian Federation
http://www.vz.ru/world/2015/4/2/596332.html


